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The Mission of 
Science North 


The mission of Science Northis to provide a stimulating, bilingual programofformal — 
and leisure learning involving people in the relationships between science and 
technology and everyday life, particularly in the North. Science North willbe a 
significant attraction for tourists and visitors and will enhance community life. _ i 
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Letter from 
the Chairman 





Dear Minister, 


On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Science North, it is my pleasure to submit 
to you the Annual Report for 1988-89. 


In any endeavor, the first five years of growth are critical for laying a sound 
foundation to future success. Science North has risen through these formative 
years to fulfill ambitious goals set out in our mandate, using our strategic plan as 
a guide. 


We have built upon innovative science programming, developed during the 
centre’s early years, to offer the public a masterful blend of technology with 
simplicity. New exhibits incorporate both the latest in high tech, and standard 
mechanical devices. Our guests participate in a program of formal and leisure 
learning via computer, and by talking and touching. 


Our guests come away with an understanding that science, no matter how broad 
or small the application, does relate to everyday life. This is a message Science 
North is carrying with increasing frequency and penetration, throughout Northern 
Ontario. 


The Board recognizes the staff of Science North for their creativity, energy, and 
dedication in creating a successful structure from which to grow. We also 
acknowledge with gratitude the support and encouragement we continue to receive 
from you and the staff of your Ministry. 


Sincerely, 





Robert G. Gougeon 
Chairman 
Board of Trustees 


Report from 
the Chief 
Executive 
Officer 





As Science North approached its fifth anniversary, it was with confidence, built 
on solid progress in attendance, exhibit development, and fulfillment of its overall 
mandate, since opening in June of 1984. 


For a second consecutive year, Science North attracted a record number of 
visitors. A total 278,821 visitors attended Science North, the Big Nickel Mine and 
Path of Discovery in 1988, a three per cent increase over 1987 combined 
attendance of 270,726. 


Five new exhibits were developed in 1988-89 for opening during fifth birthday 
celebrations, June 19, 1989. “Star Walk”, “Star Wall”, “Forestry”, “Rocks to Riches”, 
and “The Mining Game” are significant not only for their high quality, but forthe high 
level of community support in their development. Expertise has been volunteered 
by corporations, private citizens, and various fundraising committees, to create 
new methods of communicating science to the public. 


Science North achieved great satisfaction from the success of its first major 
special event, “Dinosaurs!”, launched during months of traditionally slack attendance. 
The exhibition boosted January to March, 1989, attendance by almost 200 percent; 
it became the first special event to receive major corporate cash sponsorship; and 
it proved that Science North has the internal expertise to develop programming of 
national calibre. The exhibition was part of a growing commitment to audiences in 
Northern Ontario, and Science North is extending its reach even further into these 
regions. 


Science North was able to offer students from outside the Sudbury Region 
summer jobs for the first time, because of a grant from the Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines. The Northern Student Employment Project employed 12 
university and high school students from North Bay, Timmins, Elliot Lake, 
Kapuskasing, Cobalt, New Liskeard, Verner, and Moonbeam. The students 
worked in Science North’s Discovery Camp, Swap Shop, and the centre’s six 
science spheres. 


In December 1988, Science North formalized its first international link by twinning 
the Big Nickel Mine with Mine Land Osarizawa, a Japanese underground mine tour 
which attracts 450,000 visitors annually. The twinning of the two mines came at the 
invitation of the Japanese attraction, whose manager was impressed by the Big 
Nickel Mine during a private visit in 1987. 


Increased operating funding from MCC for 1988-89, enabled Science North to 
embark on significant program expansion. The addition of a second staff scientist 
to each science sphere has significantly enhanced the centre’s abilities to provide 
high quality exhibit and program development, including services to 45,812 school- 
children, Discovery Camp, and overnight science camps, accommodating a total 
477 children. 
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James Marchbank 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Local 960 
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20,014 


Northern 280 
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Science North Science North 
Ya Wis a el oe yan: On een See rae $5.95 Open year round. 
Chncd/Seniorese $3.95 

Children under five...... .............. Free 








Big Nickel Mine Big Nickel Mine 

120 0) BE aera Me oie Ch eee edt $4.95 May 2, 1988 to October 10, 1988. 
CRNG/SEDION®. o4.ch ee $2.95 

Children under five.. .................. Free 

Path of Discovery Path of Discovery 

a (0 || ee eam econ ar ta Seti eet ae $8.95 Public tours from June 27, 1988 to 
ChiidiSenione tae ein see oe $4.95 September 5, 1988. 

Passport 

Gold 

Fa 1 | See AN is Sa ml Ee $17.95 

Child/SORIOlsseccace ok te $10.95 

Nickel 

7 Ey [W) | Sete i ar at ae AR GE ene $9.95 

ChiuGSEMIOlet a fot $5.95 

Copper 

AGU eel aren re va a $11.95 

Chic/Senmonsseees chee $6.95 

Cortina Cruise Cortina Cruise 

fa 80 || Spacer cerca ke anes ea $4.75 May 14, 1988 to October 10, 1988. 


Child/Seniot. 230 4 $3.75 
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Geosphere 


Geosphere was inthe public spotlight 
for much of 1988, thanks to the 
enormous success of the “Dinosaurs!” 
exhibition, which featured a unique 
Cavern show with original scripting, a 
live narrator, and a Science North film 
production, as well as related activities 
on the exhibit floors. 

To make the video, a Science North 
technical crew followed Geosphere staff 
and a group of volunteers on a 





Geosphere staff and volunteers, on a 
paleontological dig in Dinosaur 
Provincial Park, prepare a section of 
dinosaur bone for display. 


paleontological dig in Dinosaur 
Provincial Park, Alberta. The Tyrrell 
Museum of Paleontology invited 
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Science Northto recruit volunteers from 
across Ontario for the dig, the first time 
the Museum had invited an outside 
agency to do so. 

Geosphere also began development 
of two new exhibits at this time — “The 
Mining Game” and “Rocks to Riches.” 
A prototype of “The Mining Game,” an 
original programwritten fora Macintosh 
computer, received positive reviews 
during its unveiling at the Prospectors 
and Developers Association of Canada 
convention in Toronto. The game is a 
realistic and entertaining simulation of 
the mining industry, targeted to high 
school and post secondary students. 
Players interact with the computer, 
assuming the role of prospector, 
financier, and producer. The program 
and equipment were purchased and 
created through a $32,700 grant from 
the Joseph S. Stauffer Foundation. 

“Rocks to Riches” invites visitors to 
manipulate interactive devices to 
simulate the steps used to extract metal 
fromrocks. Through their participation, 
visitors gain an understanding of mineral 
processing andresulting environmental 
impacts and controls. “Rocks to Riches” 
was developed with assistance from 
INCO Ltd., Falconbridge Ltd., and 
technical advisors from the community. 





Astrosphere 


Astrosphere achieved a completely 
new and more coherent “look” with the 
addition of a new “Star Wall” exhibit, a 
large sparkling display of the night sky, 
created by fibre optics and offering a 
number of activities in a rich 
astronomical context through a user- 
friendly computer interface. 

Visitors may use the computer to 
locate their astrological birth sign by 
Causing the constellation to flash on 
and off. Visitors are then invited to 





Astrosphere’s new Star Wall, a large 
sparkling display of the night sky, 
offers visitor participation through a 
computer interface. 


explore the sky in a variety of ways. 
They canlearn more about theirchosen 
constellation under a menu of headings, 
choose up to 19 other constellations, or 
use another computer to see how the 
sky changes from day to day or from 
century to century. Visitors may even 
don polaroid glasses to see the “stars” 
in 3-D. 

“Star Wall” is flanked by two 
complementary object theatres, an 
existing “Sun Show” and a “Universe 
Show” which was relocated to 
Astrosphere and enhanced to complete 
the sphere theme. A new “Star Walk” 
was constructed in the entrance of the 
Universe Show, to set the mood for its 
original multi-media presentation. 

Visitors entering “Star Walk” 
encounter a mirrored tunnel, where 
pinpoints of light interplay with the. 
reflective surfaces to create an illusion 
of depth and a sensation of “floating” in 
deep space. “Star Walk” was funded 
with proceeds raised by Science North's 
lottery committee, known as the Support 
for Science Group. 





Biosphere 


Biosphere completed physical 
structures and graphics for a new 


Forestry exhibit, with the first instalment 
of a two year, $75,000 grant, provided 
by the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and the Canadian Forestry Service. 
The exhibit introduces visitors to 


woodland ecology through hands-on 
activities. 


\ 


A new Forestry exhibit, in Biosphere, 
introduces visitors to woodland 
ecology through such exhibits as this 
fire scarred tree. 


The exhibit illustrates five topics: fire 
ecology, live forest insects, 
environmental factors affecting tree 
growth, forest management, and forest 
products. 

In other areas, an underwater 
periscope was installed in an existing 
fish pond, located beside the exhibit 
building ground floor ramp. The 
periscope gives visitors aclose-up view 
of rainbow trout fingerlings, provided by 
the Capreol Rainbow Hatchery. Once 
the trout are large enough, they are 
released into area lakes by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources. 








Atmosphere 


Atmosphere concentrated on 
maintaining an already high quality 
exhibit area and providing reliable 
weather data to local news media. 

The Atmospheric Environment 
Service assisted in the latter objective 
with a $18,480 grant, which allowed the 





centre to cover the cost of retrieving 
Satellite and radar images on a 
continuous basis, from a Satellite Data 
Lab in Downsview. 

Atmosphere began development ofa 
wind tunnel, which illustrates the 
principles of flight by inviting visitors to 
control the progress of amodel airplane. 
The tunnel will eventually serve as an 
environment to study many aspects of 
aerodynamics and related atmospheric 
processes. 

Staff also took part in renewable 
energy and weather instrument 
workshops in Northern Ontario, to 
favorable reviews. 








Infosphere 


” 


Infosphere’s new “Music Studio 
opened in August 1988, giving every 
visitor an opportunity to express 
themselves through music. 

“Music Studio” features a hands-on 
selection of state-of-the-art musical 
instruments, including synthesizers, 
guitars, drums, and sequencers, not 
usually accessible to the public. The 
exhibit got its start with the support of a 
local businessman, who initially loaned 
much of the equipment ina co-operative 
agreement with manufacturers 
Technics and Casio. Infosphere staff 
took good advantage of the studio to 
compose original music for the 
“Dinosaurs!” Cavern show, and several 
other Science North video productions. 

Infosphere staff also developed a 
prototype electronic bulletin board, 
which will eventually allow the public to 
network with Science North through 
personal computers at home and at 
school. As well, Infosphere staff lent 
their technical expertise to other units, 
helping to develop a computer system 
for the Swap Shop. 








Humanosphere 


Humanosphere celebrated the official 
opening of the Alex Baumann Human 
Performance Lab in November, 1988. 

The Lab has an Olympic theme, 
highlighted by a new Science North 
video production chronicling the 
achievements of Sudbury’s Olympic 
double gold medalist. Also featured is 
the Olympic flame, burning in a miner’s 
lamp, accompanied by a pictorial log of 
the Olympic Torch Relay to the Calgary 
Winter Olympics. 

Better signage and improved 
aesthetics made the area more 
comfortable for visitors. The number of 
visitor activities, in this case “fitness 
tests”, increased and include a power 
run, power jump, step test, and a 
strength test. These add to the 
advanced fitness testing opportunities 
available to visitors. 

Work also began on a new exhibit 
area, known as “Sensory Surround”. 
First phase of exhibit planningis a visual 
performance area, where visitors will 
learn how their visual system retrieves 
and uses information. The exhibit will 
continue to develop over the next five 
years, eventually covering more of the 
senses and featuring a new “object 
theatre” focusing on the brain. 





In Humanosphere, work began on 
"Sensory Surround”, a new exhibit 
which features an interactive visual 
performance area. 


Program 
Highlights 


Education 


For a second consecutive year, 
Science North’s Education Unit 
achieved a record increase in 


attendance by visiting school groups. 

During the past fiscal year, 45,812 
schoolchildren took advantage of the 
centre’s 21 school programs, compared 
with 36,755 during the previous 





Record numbers of school children 
took advantage of such school 
programs as those offered in 
Astrosphere's solar observatory. 
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reporting period. The addition of a 
second staff scientist to each science 
sphere facilitated delivery of programs 
to an expanded audience, and 
increased French services to 45 per 
cent of total programming. 

Much of the increase was due to 
continued and expanded school 
memberships, quality school programs 
in English and French, and to the 
enormous success of the “Dinosaurs!” 
special exhibition. 

For a second consecutive year, the 
Sudbury Chapter of Caisse Populaire 
purchased memberships on behalf of 
local elementary level French language 
schools, representing 11,250 students. 
Memberships were also purchased by 
the English section of the Sudbury 
Roman Catholic Separate School 
Board, on behalf of English language 
schools, and by individual public 
schools. 

For the first time, a school board 
outside the Regional Municipality of 
Sudbury purchased a Science North 
school membership. The North Bay 
Roman Catholic Separate School Board 
purchased the membership on behalf 
of its junior division. 

Education Unit staff also travelled 
beyond Sudbury’s borders to present 
teacher workshops, highlighting the 
centre’s unique, hands-on approach to 
communicating science. Anew Ministry 
of Education science curriculum, entitled 
“Science is Happening Here”, 
advocates a more hands-on approach 
to teaching science — a perfect match 
for Science North expertise. 


Discovery Camp 


“Discovery Camp”, a summer 
program of leisure learning for children, 
reached maximum registration for a 
second consecutive year in 1988. 





Discovery Camp, a summer program 
of leisure learning for children, offers 
a variety of activities, including 
digging for “artifacts”. 


These week-long day camps, offered 
in English and French, involve 8-to-11- 
year-old children in all areas of science. 
Activities may include building a 
compass, planting a butterfly garden, 
panning for gold, or building a musical 
instrument. 


Overnight Science Camp 


For a second consecutive year, 
Science North offered its popular 
“Sunset to Sunrise Camp-Ins” to 
children 9 to 12 years of age. 

Increased demand for the program 
doubled attendance from 100 in 1987, 
to 240 in 1988. For the first time, 
Science North offered this unique 
learning experience to special interest . 
groups, and many took advantage of 
the opportunity. Local Girl Guide and 
Boy Scout troupes, for example, 
modified science centre activities to 
provide an interesting vehicle for badge 
work. 

Each “Sunset to Sunrise Camp-in’, 
offered in English and French, begins 
at 7 p.m. and ends at 8:30 a.m. the 
following morning. Under the close 
supervision of Science North staff, 
children enjoy such educational and 
entertaining science activities as: 
stargazing, science olympics, sleep- 
less testing, and more. 


Saturday Morning Magic 


Science North furthered its children’s 
programs with the introduction of 
“Saturday Morning Magic” in the fall of 
1988. The objective of the program 


was to introduce Science North to 
younger children, ages 4 to 7 years, in 
either English or French languages. 

The first session, consisting of five 
consecutive Saturday morning 
programs, reached its capacity of 40 
children. Public demand resulted in a 
second session, held during the 
“Dinosaurs!” special exhibition, with 
complementary programming. The 
program was So popular that afternoon 
time slots were created to accommodate 
extra participants. 


March Break Mornings 


The success of “Saturday Morning 
Magic” prompted the introduction of 
“March Break Mornings” during the 
spring of 1989. This program, available 
in English and French, was open to 
children ages 8 to 11 who were invited 
to register by the day or for the entire 
week. 


Outreach 


Science North has taken its 
educational programming on the road 
with an Outreach Program which 
presents live, participatory shows to 
enthusiastic audiences across Northern 
Ontario. 

Outreach was further refined in its 
second year. Rather than focusing on 
specific topics, science staff developed 
“activity stations” to present onthe road. 
These activities provide a “mini-Science 
North experience”, bringing the centre 
Closer to a wide public audience. 

In November, 1988, a tour of seven 
Northwestern Ontario communities, 
including Atikokan, Nakina, and Savant 
Lake, reached approximately 1,000 
schoolchildren. A visit to the remote 
villages of Red Lake, Pickle Lake and 
Summer Beaver entertained about 750 
schoolchildrenin March. Outreach also 
participated in a “Sault Ste. Marie/ 
Sudbury Friendship Weekend”, held in 
Sault Ste. Marie, and hosted a teacher 
workshop in Pembroke, both in 
February, 1989. 

Science North became a “media 
event” at the June 1988, international 
economic summit held in Toronto. The 
centre was invited to participate by the 


Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Technology inthe Ontario pavilion. The 
star was Amik the beaver, who quickly 
became the “darling” of approximately 
2,500 delegates and media from around 
the world, resulting in high profile media 
coverage by major dailies and television 
networks. 

Outreach staff also mounted a display 
at Ontario North Now, the Northern 
Ontario pavilion at Ontario Place, in 
June, 1988. Science North was also 
represented during Canada Day 
celebrations at Queen’s Park and in 
Ottawa. 


Big Nickel Mine 


Overall, the Big Nickel Mine was very 
successful in 1988. Improvements to 
enhance quality of tours and service 
resulted in a positive experience for 
visitors. 

Combined attendance at the Big 
Nickel Mine and the Path of Discovery 
bus tour declined slightly from a record 
high 78,382 in 1987, to 73,436 in 1988. 
The decrease is primarily reflected in 
Big Nickel Mine attendance. Public 
tours offered on the Path of Discovery 
increased 24 per cent over the same 
period in 1987. 

A significant addition to the Mine site 
was a Hard Rock Drilling Jumbo Drill, 
donated to Science North by Sudbury 
based mine equipment manufacturer 
Tamrock Canada Inc. The drillattracted 
great interest from guests, especially 
fromchildren who were able to climb on 
the drill for souvenir photographs. 

INCO Lid. continued to support the 
Path of Discovery bus tour, which 
includes stops at the company’s nickel 
surface processing facilities. A group 
of retired INCO employees, retained by 
INCO, support the efforts of Path tour 
guides. INCO’s support also involveda 
contribution of 6,000 Sudbury Basin 
maps and 4,000 “INCO Discovery” 
pamphlets, distributed to tour 
passengers. 

The Path of Discovery is a two- and- 
a-half-hour guided bus tour which 
traces the history of nickelinthe Sudbury 
Basin, from theories concerning the 
origin of the Basin, to the site of the first 
nickel discovery, and tours inside the 
nickel processing facilities of INCO Ltd. 
The Path is part of a chronological 


learning process that takes good 
advantage of Sudbury’s international 
reputation as a nickel mining capital. 
Visitors may see how nickel ore is mined 
at the Big Nickel Mine, follow the steps 
to process the ore on the Path of 
Discovery, and recreate the mineral 
separation process in Geosphere at 
Science North. 


Swap Shop 


Science North’s Swap Shop 
continued to delight collectors of all 
ages with its unique approach to 
leaming. Over the past fiscal year, 
more than 4,000 people have traded at 
the Swap Shop. 





More than 4,000 people traded at the 
Swap Shop, which continued to 
delight coliectors of all ages with its 
unique approach to learning. 


Trading of “natural” items in the Swap 
Shop is based on a point system. The 
amount of points awarded an item is 
based on frequency of occurrence, 
overall condition and appearance, and 
the knowledge the trader has of the 
items traded. Responsible collecting is 
encouraged and any help collectors 
may need, such as information about 
specimen preparation or identification, 
is gladly offered. Tools such as 
microscopes, field guides and some 
local reference specimens are available 
for a personal approach to scientific 
discovery. 

The Swap Shop turned international 
with a group of schoolchildren from a 
small village in northern Italy. Their 
teacher, who had visited Science North 
the previous summer, initiated the 
overseas exchange. The students 
mailed a box of shells, rocks, pine cones, 
and fossils to the Swap Shop, to trade 
for various mineral specimens. 
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Special 
Events 


Science North special events took a 
giant step forward in 1988. For the first 
time, the centre invested substantial 
resources to mount a major public 
exhibition. Itwas agamble that paid off. 

“Dinosaurs!”, a special exhibition of 
automated dinosaurs, attracted more 
than 55,000 visitors over a period of 59 
days, between January 21 and March 
27, 1989, making it the most popular 
event in Science North’s history. 

The show included half-scale, 
automated dinosaur replicas, a Cavern 
show with a live animator, a Science 
North video production, and special 
programming on the exhibit floors. 
Opening weekend featured David 
Eberth, curator of sedimentology atthe 
Tyrrell Museum in Drumheller, Alberta. 
The 300-seat Cavern was filled to 
capacity for all four of his lectures. 

Anear capacity crowd also turned out 
to hear Terence Dickinson, one of 
Canada’s foremost astronomy authors, 
in September. Mr. Dickinson’s 
appearance coincided with another 





highly successful Science North event, 
entitled “Mars Watch”. “Mars Watch” 
offered the public an opportunity to take 
advantage of the best chance to see 
the planet Mars since 1956 and until the 
year 2020. Outdoor observing sessions 
were hosted every weekend in 
September, October, and November, 
drawing almost 1,000 participants. 

Laser shows set to music were also a 
featured part of Science North special 
events in 1988-89. “Laser Christmas” 
and five summer laser shows attracted 
thousands to the Cavern. 

Science North was again the site of 
the Rusty Blakey Heritage Air Show, 
held in August, 1988. Crowds packed 
Science North grounds and the shore 
around Ramsey Lake to watch aerial 
displays of vintage and search and 
rescue aircraft. Special guests were 
Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager, the first 
pilots to fly non-stop around the world. 
A highlight of the air show weekend 
was the unveiling of the Rusty Blakey 
Commemorative Sculpture, a tribute to 
the pioneers of Northern Ontario 
aviation. Private donations paid for the 
unique stainless steel sculpture. 





Dinosaurs! Science North's first major exhibition, attracted more than 55,000 
visitors over a period of 59 days. 
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Staff 
Development 


Science North’s focus on staff 
development throughout the year 
helped to achieve its mandate to provide 
a stimulating, bilingual program of formal 
and leisure learning. 

InDecember, 1988, sphere managers 
Ruth Debicki and Jennifer Pink were 
selected to represent Science Northon 
a fact finding mission to Bristol, England 
and Paris, France. The two managers 
are anglophones who have become 
fluent in French as adults. In Bristol, 
they visited the Exploratory andin Paris, 
they visited La Villette de Science et de 
I’ Industrie, La Palais de la Decouverte, 
and Parc Asterix. They met with staff at 
each facility and upon returning to 
Sudbury, presented a formal synopsis 
to Science North trustees and staff. 

Two more managers, Frank Mariotti 
and Donna Salem, were able to travel 
to San Francisco in February, 1989, 
where they visited the San Francisco 
Exploratorium, the Monteray Bay 
Aquarium, and the Lawrence Hall of 
Science in Berkley. Both trips were 
made possible with the generous 
assistance of Air Canada. 

Science North staff were selected to 
head two prominent associations. 
Science North Chief Executive Officer 
Jim Marchbank was elected president 
of Attractions Ontario, a province wide 
association of attraction operators and 
owners. Science North Deputy Science 
Director Alan Nursall was_ elected 
president of the Canadian Council of 
Science Centres, representing the 
interests of science centres across the 
country. 

Macintosh computers were acquired 
to further the productivity of Science 
North staff in the areas of desk top 
publishing, graphics, accounting, data 
compilation, and exhibit development. 
Macintosh computers were also 
acquired for the exhibit floors, furthering 
the visitor experience by accomplishing 
many different tasks in a user-friendly 
manner. 


Volunteers 


Some 300 volunteers donated close 
to 20,000 hours to Science North during 
1988-89. With a diversity of talent, 
volunteers ranging in age from 13 to 85 
performed a variety of tasks ranging 
from exhibit interpretation and 
development to clerical duties and 
customer services. 

Science North’s 21 member Board of 
Trustees is complemented by an 
additional 87 volunteers, who provide 
expertise and advice on standing and 
task oriented committees. 

“Fibre Weaving and Spinning 
Experience Inc.”, an association of local 
artisans, has developed and maintained 
a hands-on weaving exhibit for three 
consecutive years. The Infosphere’s 
ham radio station is also maintained by 
avolunteer group, the Sudbury Amateur 
Radio Club, and monthly stargazing 
sessions are offered to the public free 
of charge, in close association with the 
Sudbury Astronomy Club. 

The Sudbury Astronomy Club was 
also instrumental in bringing a special 
“Mars Watch” program to the public. 
Volunteers hosted outdoor observing 
sessions every weekend for a three 
month period, so that the public would 
have an opportunity to see the red 
planet’s closest approach to earth in 
over three decades. 

Science North continued its internal 
volunteer management and recruitment 
programs, resulting in expandedtraining 





sessions and a staff reference guide to 
volunteer management. The centre’s 
success in volunteer management and 
recruitment has prompted inquiries from 
science centres across North America. 
Formal workshops have been presented 
at the request of the Canadian Council 
of Science Centres and the Ontario 
Museum Association. 


Memberships 


Science Northcontinued to gain public 
support through its membership 
program. Two new categories, 
introduced in 1987, have given the 
centre a wider community base. 

The “Gold” membership has attracted 
100 businesses and professionals. For 
$250 per membership, cardholders 
receive special membership privileges, 
including one free Cavern booking, 
restaurant invoicing privileges, and 
unlimited free admission to Science 
North and the Big Nickel Mine. 

A “Northern Membership” has 
attracted 280 members from 18 
Northeastern Ontario communities. The 
Membership was launched to fulfill 
Science North’s mandate to become a 
centre for all of Northern Ontario, giving 
residents outside the Region of Sudbury 
easier access to the centre and its 
programs. 

Local memberships, divided into six 
categories, rose to 960 as aresult of a 
membership campaign conducted in 


Science North's 300 volunteers donated close to 20,000 hours to the centre in 
1988-89. 


November 1988. Science North now 
has a total of eight membership 
Categories, representing approximately 
5,200 active supporters. 


Grants and 
Fundraising 


Successful fundraising efforts over 
the past year gave a considerable boost 
to Science North exhibit development. 

* a volunteer Gourmet Dinner 
committee reached its goal to raise 
$50,000 over five years for Science 
North exhibits. The committee’s annual 
fundraiser has proven so popular that 
the event will continue, with future 
proceeds going to the Greg Neilson 
Memorial Trust Fund to send 
disadvantaged children to Science 
North summer camps, including 
Discovery Camp. 

¢ Science North’s 100 Gold Members 
contributed almost $22,000 to the 
centre’s capital fundraising efforts in 
1988-89. 

* a$118,000 grantfromthe Secretary 
of State allowed the centre to continue 
to meet its objective to communicate 
and serve the public in both official 
languages. 

¢* a $32,700 grant through MCC 
allowed Outreach to further its program 
development and to purchase supplies 
and defray travel expenses. 

¢ a$41,759 grant through the Ministry 
of Northern Development and Mines 
enabled Science North to hire 12 
students from communities in 
Northeastern Ontario, outside the 
Region of Sudbury, to work as science 
demonstrators during the summer 
months. 

¢ additional staff were hired under 
$50,697 in federal Job Development 
grants for maintenance improvements 
and some development of the centre’s 
audio-visual and electronic systems. 

¢ SEED federal employment grants 
of $21,765 helped the centre to provide 
summer jobs for students. 

¢ the provincial government provided 
Experience ’89 grants totalling $17,100 
and funding through COMSOC, worth 
$5,045, furthering the centre’s ability to 
provide worthwhile employment to local 
students. 
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Marketing 


Science North continued its 
aggressive approach to marketing in 
1988-89, targeting the general touring 
public, school groups, and the motor 
coach industry in its five major markets 
of Sudbury Region, Northern Ontario, 
Southern Ontario, other provinces, and 
the United States. 

The 1988 marketing campaign was 
concentrated within a 200 km radius of 
Sudbury to improve cost effectiveness 
and to capture traffic already inthe area 
for reasons other than to visit Science 
North. As advertising costs are much 
less in Northern Ontario than Metro 
Toronto, the centre’s media campaign 
saturated a market reaching from 
Timmins in the north to Barrie in the 
south. Media buys were purchased on 
a two-for-one basis in a co-operative 
effort with Lakelands Beverages, 
bottlers of Pepsi-Cola. 

The summer's creative campaign was 
perhaps the most effective ever 
launched by Science North. A 
“Sciensational” slogan and “rainbow” 
theme, representing the identifying 
colours of each science sphere, were 
featured on billboards, posters, and 
brochures. Brochures and posters were 
distributed within a 200 km radius of 
Sudbury by summer students, as well 
as to other attractions and tourist 
information centres in northern and 
southern Ontario. 
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Co-operative coupon programs were 
also used last year to reach the touring 
public. A$40,000 grant fromthe Ministry 
of Culture and Communications, 
enabled the centre to distribute discount 
coupons at provincial parks within a 
200 km radius of Sudbury, as well as 
through Texaco Canada, Lakelands 
Beverages, Shoppers Drug Mart, 
McDonald’s Restaurants, Ontario 
Northland Railway, and the 30,000 
island Cruise in Parry Sound. 

Media relations efforts in Northern 
and Southern Ontario continued during 
the reporting period. As aresult, Science 
North received a great deal of favorable 
exposure in national publications, as 
wellas through local and regional media. 

Science North also retained a 
presence in Southern Ontario through 
continued participation in retail travel 
shows and co-operative print media 
buys. As well, the centre participated in 
motor coach industry marketplaces in 
Canada and the United States to 
penetrate the group tour market. 

A new thrust for the Marketing unit 
over the past fiscal year was co- 
operative sponsorships of special 
events. Most successful was an 
agreement reached with John E. Lipton 
Inc., during the “Dinosaurs!” exhibition. 


In exchange fora $5,000 cashdonation, 
Science North provided the company 
with a mass market to test a new food 
product. The relationship proved 
profitable for both parties, and paved 
the way for future sponsorship 
agreements. 


Capital 
Projects 


Several capital projects to improve 
public facilities and services were 
completed in the past year. 

A tour bus, worth $63,000, and two 
vans were purchased to support 
Outreach and the Path of Discovery. 
The vans, purchased with a substantial 
discountthrough a local dealership, are 
used by Outreach staff to bring Science 
North programming on the road. The 
tour bus, brightly painted with a rainbow 
theme, is used as a highly visible public 
shuttle for the Path of Discovery tour. 

A major capital project was the 
installation of a $75,000 Mitel 
telecommunications system, one of the 
most up-to-date available, which meets 
the centre’s current and future data 
transmission needs. 

Otherinstallations included a$10,000 
closedcircuit security system, a $27,000 
outdoor sprinkler system, anda $45,000 
portable office to accommodate the 
centre’s staff expansion. 





Two customized vans are used by Outreach staff to Bre Science North 
programming on the road. 
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Science North 


Staff 


As of March 31, 1989. 


Chief Executive Officer 
James Marchbank 


Executive Secretary 
Joyce Elliott 


Science Director 

Tom Semadeni 

Deputy Science Director 
Alan Nursall 

Senior Secretary 

Janine Pigozzo 


Geosphere Manager 
Ruth Debicki 
Atmosphere Manager 
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Co-ordinator 

Eric Villeneuve 

Discovery Camp Co-ordinator 
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Marketing Manager 
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Promotion Officer 
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Promotion Officer 
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Development Officer 
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Support for Science Group (1988-89) 
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Auditor's 
Report 


To the Honourable Minister of 
Culture and Communications of 
the Province of Ontario and 

the Board of Trustees of 
Science North 


We have examined the balance sheet of Science North as at March 31, 1989 
and the statements of changes in fund balances and investment in capital 
assets for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests and 
other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 


In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly the financial position of 
the Centre as at March 31, 1989 and the results of its operations and changes 
in its fund balances for the year then ended in accordance with the basis of 
accounting as described in the Summary of Significant Reporting Practices and 
Accounting Policies applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding 
year. 


May 24, 1989 
Thorne Ernst & Whinney 
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Balance Sheet 


ASSETS 


Current Assets 
Cash and short-term investments 
Accounts receivable 
Prepaid expenses 


Restricted Fund Assets 
Cash 
Marketable securities 
Accrued interest receivable 


Capital Assets 
Bell Grove Site 
Exhibits 
Bell Grove 
Big Nickel Mine 


LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 


Current Liabilities 


Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 


Deferred revenue 


Equity 
Endowment funds 
Reserves and reserve funds 


Operating deficit 
Unexpended capital funds 
Investment in capital assets 


Economic Dependence (see note) 


APPROVED BY THE BOARD: 


ey = 
Trustee <) c 





18 


1989 


185,818 
213,336 
26,123 


425,277 


17,426 
1,259,859 
71,503 


1,348,788 


20,701,885 


7,183,120 


2,209,569 
30,094,574 


31,868,639 


250,999 
45,467 


296,466 


1,247,362 
101,426 


1,348,788 


128,811 


30,094,574 
31,572,173 


31,868,639 


Trustee 


March 31 


1988 


57,447 
219,439 
55,630 
332,516 


23,658 
1,086,378 
16,970 
1,127,006 


20,701,885 


6,876,694 
2,209,569 
29,788,148 


31,247,670 


331,005 


1,958 


332,963 


1,103,348 
23,658 
1,127,006 
(38,566) 
38,119 
29,788,148 
30,914,707 





31,247,670 


Statement of Changes in Fund 


Balances 


YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1989 


Revenue 


General 


Government Grants & Subsidies 


Province of Ontario 
Operating 
Capital 
Specific 
Employment 


Government of Canada 
Operating 
Specific 
Employment 


Attendance and other 
Bell Grove 
Big Nickel Mine 
Memberships 
Parking 
Food and gift shops 
Miscellaneous 
Gifts and contributions 
Proceeds from capital 

asset disposals 

Interest earned 


Expenses and other 
Scientific program 
Physical plant 
Administration 
Marketing and special events 
Customer services 
Miscellaneous 


Change in year before 
interfund transfers 


Interfund transfers 


Net Change in the Year 
Fund balance (deficit) 

at beginning of year 
Fund balance at 

end of year 


$2,808,900 


72,618 
63,904 
2,945,422 





140,480 


72,462 


212,942 


643,951 
192,670 
61,712 
53,280 
170,714 
40,490 


57,655 
1,220,472 


4,378,836 


1,591,023 
1,038,183 
648,117 
594,685 
321,425 


4,193,433 


185,403 


(146,837) 
38,566 


(38,566) 


Nil 


Capital 


$580,000 
23,516 


603,516 


23,515 


23,515 





21,609 


23,703 
151,038 


22,765 





219,115 
846,146 


553,782 
132,608 
131,901 





818,291 





27,855 
62,837 
90,692 


38,119 


$128,811 

















Reserve 
Endowment Funds 
$34,166 
$32,147 25,310 

111,867 

144,014 59,476 
144,014 59,476 
65,708 
65,708 

144,014 (6,232) 
84,000 


144,014 77,768 


1,103,348 23,658 
$1,247,362 $101,426 


lotai 











$2,808,900 $2,202,000 
580,000 
96,134 92,659 
__ 63,904 _— 24000 
3,548,938 2,318,659 
140,480 169,856 
23,515 31,587 
72,462 99,031 
236,457 300,474 
643,951 533,834 
192,670 178,017 
83,321 70,232 
53,280 54,852 
204,880 145,428 
64,193 11,073 
208,495 239,352 
22,765 
169,522 _ 146,780 
1,643,077 1,379,568 
5,428,472 3,998,701 
2,144,805 1,767,047 
1,236,499 1,343,164 
780,018 661,601 
594,685 508,051 
321,425 285,419 
22,636 
5,077,432 4,587,918 
351,040 (589,217) 
351,040 (589,217) 
1,126,559 1,715,776 
$1,477,599 $1,126,559 
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Statement of Investment in 
Capital Assets 


Year ended March 31 


Balance at beginning of year 
Add: 
Capital fund expenditures 


Replacement, alterations and 
minor capital items 


BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 
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1989 


$29,788,148 


818,291 


511-865 


306,426 
$30,094,574 


1988 


$28,937,854 


963,896 


113,602 


850,294 
$29,788,148 


Notes to 
Financial 
Statements 


Year ended March 31, 1989 


General 


Science North is an Agency of Her 
Majesty created under the Science 
North Act, 1986 by the Ontario 
Legislative Assembly. The principal 
activities of Science North (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Centre”) include the 
operation of an exhibition centre 
demonstrating the relationships 
between science and technology and 
everyday life to tourists and visitors to 
Northern Ontario and the surrounding 
communities. 


Summary of Significant 
Reporting Practices and 
Accounting Policies 


Significant Reporting 
Practices 


The financial statements of the Centre 
have been prepared by management in 
accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles with the following 
exceptions: 


i) Depreciation is not recorded in the 
accounts and the cost of replacements 
are accounted for as charges against 
the fund to which they pertain. 


ii) Capital grants, donations and 
pledges other than for specific purposes 
are accounted for on a cash basis. 


ili) Vacation pay is provided for in the 
accounts to the extent of part-time and 
non-permanent employees only. 


Because the Centre receives funding 
for special purposes as well as for 
operational purposes, the financial 
statements are presented in a manner 
which segregates the following fund 
balances: 


a) General funds, which present the 
day-to-day demonstrative, adminis- 
trative and maintenance operations of 
the Centre. Costs incurred by the fund 
relating directly to other funds are 
accounted for as a transfer between 
funds. 


b) Capital funds, which present those 
funds made available for capital 
acquisitions, replacements and 
enhancements through government 
grants, donations and certain special 
fund raising activities. Unexpended 
capital funds represent budgeted capital 
expenditures not yet incurred. 
Unfinanced capital represents capital 
expenditures made but not yet financed. 


c) Endowment funds provided by the 
Province of Ontario or any other 
benefactor which are restricted as to 
purpose and expendability. Only 
interest earned on such endowed funds 
may be expended and in most cases is 
restricted to a specific purpose. 


d) Reserves and reserve funds set 
aside by the Centre for restricted 
purposes to be used at the discretion of 
the Board of Trustees. 


Significant Accounting 
Policies 


These financial statements are prepared 
in accordance with the following 
significant accounting policies: 


Marketable Securities 
Restricted fund marketable securities 
are recorded at cost. 


Capital Assets 

Capital assets are stated at cost or fair 
market value if donated. The exception 
to this policy is the Bell Grove land 
donated to the Centre by the City of 
Sudbury. No amount has been assigned 
to this asset. 


Capital assets purchased from grants 
and donations are included as capital 
assets with a corresponding increase 
in investment in capital assets. 


Replacements of existing capital assets 
are charged to capital funds and are not 
reflected on the balance sheet. 


Investment Income 
The Centre allocates investment income 
earned on the following bases: 


i) on general funds 
- to the General Fund 


ii) on capital funds 
-to the General Fund 


iii) on endowment funds 
-to the Endowment Fund 


iv) on reserve funds 
-to the Reserve Fund 


Economic Dependence 


Pursuant to the Act which established 
Science North, the Centre receives 
capital and annual operating assistance 
from the Province of Ontario which has 
the power to appoint the Board of 
Trustees who inturn manage the affairs 
of the Centre. 
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Auditor's 
Report on 
Other 
Financial 
Information 


Ce 


To the Honourable Minister of 
Culture and Communications of 
the Province of Ontario and 

the Board of Trustees of 
Science North 


The audited financial statement of Science North and our report thereon are 
presented in the preceding section of this report. The following information is 
presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not required for a fair 
presentation of the financial position, results of operations, changes in fund 
balances or investment in capital assets of the Centre. Such information has 
been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in our examination of the 
financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in 
relation to the financial statements taken as a whole. 


May 24, 1989 
Thorne Ernst & Whinney 


Schedule of Changes in 


Endowment Funds 


Year ended March 31 


Additions 
Investment income 
Gifts, grants and 
other income 


NET CHANGE IN THE 
YEAR 


Fund balance at 
beginning of year 


FUND BALANCE AT 
END OF YEAR 


Capital 
Renewal 


$108,433 


108,433 


1,082,890 


$1,191,323 


1989 


Speakers’ 


Fund 


$ 3,434 


30,000 


33,434 


20,458 


$53,892 





Camp 
Bursary 


$2,147 


Total 


$111,867 


32,147 


144,014 


1,103,348 


$1,247,362 


$75,759 


20,000 


95: 759 


1,007,589 


$1,103,348 
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Schedule of Changes in 


Reserves and Reserve Funds 


1989 
Operating 
Reserve 








Sculpture 
Reserve 
Additions 
Gifts, grants and 
other income $25,310 
Expenditures 
Physical plant 
Miscellaneous 48,968 
48,968 
Change in year before 
undernoted item (23,658) 
Interfund transfer 
NET CHANGE IN THE YEAR (23,658) 
Fund balance at 
beginning of year 23,658 
FUND BALANCE AT 
END OF YEAR $ Nil 
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Food 


Services 
Reserve 











$17,426 








Fund 


$84,000 
84,000 


$ 84,000 








Total 


$ 59,476 


16,740 

48,968 

65,708 
(6,232) 


84,000 
77,768 


23,658 


$101,426 


1988 


Total 
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